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SHIPP, William 
 

10950, Guardsman,  
2nd Battalion, Grenadier Guards 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Monday, 11th October 1915 
Killed in Action  
Cemetery: St. Mary's A.D.S. Cemetery, 
Haisnes 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 32 years 
 
William Shipp was born on 27th October 1883 at his mother, Susan Beavis’s home 
at 10 Burton End, Haverhill. In 1885 Susan married Henry Shipp and two more 
children, Frederick and Laura, were born in 1885 and 1888. All were baptised at St 
Mary’s church.  Henry worked as a hair cloth weaver and Susan a tailoress and in 
1891 they were living at 50 Burton End. By 1901 they had moved to 84 Burton End 
with William, then 17 years, at work as a brickyard labourer and Frederick (15) a mat 
maker.  
 
William joined the army in 1903 serving with the Grenadier Guards and whilst in 
London, perhaps, met and married Alice, born 1891 at Enfield Highway, in about 
1910. All census returns and army records record Harry’s family name as Shipp but 
it was as William Bevis he married Alice M.A.Coe. In December their daughter 
Florence Alice was born at Edmonton, Middlesex.  In 1911 William was a general 
labourer to a cabinetmaker and he and his family would visit his cousin Kate 
Norman, formerly Shipp, and her family also at Edmonton as this is where they were 
staying on the night of the census. 
 
He had almost finished his full time when war broke out and he was called up as a 
reservist being mobilised at Bury St Edmunds. At first he was attached to the 1st 
Battalion but he was soon transferred to his old regiment and saw active service 
straight away.  
 
The South-West Suffolk Echo reported on 26th September 1914 that William had 
rejoined his regiment and by 12th September 1914 he was serving in France.  
William was to see much action leading up to the Battle of Loos that began on 25th 
September 1915 when the town of Loos was regained, but with devastating losses. 
 
On the night of 10th October, the 2nd Battalion Grenadier Guards captured an enemy 
position after heavy hand-to-hand fighting.  An enemy counter-attack the next day 
was beaten off, but enemy shell and mortar fire continued to be so heavy, that relief 
by the 7th Battalion Suffolk Regiment, was delayed until the evening of the 12th.  
William was killed on 11th October. 
 
The 2nd Grenadiers war diary for 11th October 1915 has them in the old German 
lines between Vermelles and Hulluch. Their diary reports that it was: 
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‘A quiet day until 5 pm when the trenches were bombarded heavily for two 
hours and were badly knocked about. Battalion worked hard all night to 
repair damage. Lord Henry Layman left to take command of the 4th 
Battalion.’ 
 

A report in the South West Suffolk Echo on the 16th November 1915 read:  
 

‘Those who knew him will regret to learn that Pte. William Shipp of the 
2nd Battalion Grenadier Guards has been killed.  The son of Mr and Mrs 
H. Shipp, who now reside at 22 Withersfield Road, he first joined the 
Grenadier Guards in 1903, and had almost finished his full time when 
war broke out and he was called up as a reservist.  At first he was 
attached to the 1st Battalion preparatory to going to France, and was 
afterwards transferred to his old Regiment. He had seen active service 
from the commencement of the war and never missed an engagement 
with his regiment during the whole of the time.  He had been expecting 
to receive leave, but was killed on October 11th.’ 
 

William was buried near the scene of the action and in 1919 was moved to St Mary’s 
ADS Cemetery, just to the north of Loos.  Named after ‘St Mary’s Advanced 
Dressing Station’ and at the same place, it commemorates nearly 2000 war 
casualties, the great majority during the Battle of Loos. 
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At the unveiling of the Haverhill War Memorial a family wreath was laid carrying the 
message:  

In ever loving memory of our beloved son and brother Pte. W Shipp, 
who fell in action at the Battle of Loos, 11th October 1915. 
 
 

William was awarded the 1914 Star, British War Medal and Victory Medal. 
 

 


